
WORK HOSPITALITY

PRAYER
"Pray the Lord of the harvest, that He send more laborers into His harvest."

Left to right: Fr. Titus Kieninger, Order of the Holy Cross, Fr. Richard Clancy, Archdiocese of Boston, 
Fr. Anthony Kloss, O.S.B., Abbot Xavier Connelly, O.S.B., Fr. Marc Crilly, O.S.B., and Fr. Daniel Moloney, MIT 
Chaplain. Back Row: Fr. Peter Connelly, O.S.B. and Fr. Augustine Senz, O.S.B. 

Spring / Summer 2016



Vocation Awareness
Grants from the St. Martin de Porres Trust and the 

G. L. Connolly Foundation, as well as individual 
donations, have enabled our monks to attend several 
vocation awareness events. 

The monks have met with hundreds of college-age 
men who are interested in monastic life. These events 
have given the monks an avenue for sharing stories 
about the Abbey, celebrating Mass, and offering the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation to the students.

Before their 
departure to 
Christendom 
College in Virgi-
na, Br. Joachim 
Sanderson and 
Fr. Anthony 
Kloss received 
Abbot Xavier’s 
blessing for 
safe travel.

Br. Joachim - “It is encouraging to engage with stu-
dents, teachers, and youth ministers who are actively 
participating in the discernment process. The two 
main comments we hear are: 'I want to do God’s Will' 
and 'How do I discern my calling?'” 

Fr. Anthony - "When I attend the vocation awareness 
events, I am excited to see so many young men in-
terested in the Church, especially participating in the 
sacraments."

Upon returning to the Abbey, Fr. Anthony and Br. 
Joachim were delighted to receive the unexpected gift 
of an autographed rugby ball from the Christendom 
rugby team. In appreciation of the brothers’ visit and 
prayers, the team also posted photographs and mes-
sages to the monks on Facebook.

During the past few months, our monks also attended 
other vocation events: the Annual Men’s Conference 
hosted by the Diocese of Worcester, Massachusetts; 
Ave Maria University in Florida; and the Diocese of 
Providence in Rhode Island. In Providence, Br. Jerome 
Daignault had an opportunity to talk about his vocation, 
and Fr. Peter Connelly spoke on Men of Prayer - "You 
are changed by your prayer, you become prayerful by 
praying." Our monks also went to the Youth Festival 
hosted by the Diocese of Manchester, New Hampshire 
at Saint Anselm College and the Father-Son Retreat 
sponsored by the Sons of St. Joseph at Glen Ellis Falls 
campground in New Hampshire.

The Monks of Saint Benedict Abbey annually host 
two summer Father-Son retreats. For information on 
these retreats and Saint Benedict Abbey’s Vocation 
program, please visit our website: www.abbey.org or 
email Fr. Anthony Kloss at vocation@abbey.org.

Vocation AwarenessBr. Jerome Professes Simple Vows
We are pleased to announce that on April 2, 2016, 

Br. Jerome Daignault professed his Simple Vows. 

Br. Jerome’s reflection on this special occasion:
Just before I took my vows, my aunt asked me if I 

thought I would feel different; and the short answer 
is “Yes, absolutely!” Then, of course, the following 
question is, “How?” Out of all the questions asked of 
me concerning my vocation, this is probably the most 
difficult. 

The Abbot has assigned me to give a couple of talks 
on my vocation addressing this question. Family, 
friends, and guests passing through often ask me the 
same question, and I get frustrated as I search for 
the right words. “Happy? Joyful? Excited?” No, these 
don’t even come close! I don’t think it is even a ques-
tion of feeling. 

There are times when the life is challenging; and yet, 
there is something that I am experiencing that makes 
even the more difficult times worth the struggle! I can’t 
think of any other way of explaining it, other than to 
say that I am experiencing God in a way that I never 
did before my life at the Abbey. I experience Him in 
my work, in my brothers, in holy reading, and in the 
Liturgy! I experience Him in living the monastic life; 
and when I took my vows, I experienced Him, and 
continue to experience Him, in a way that I did not 
before my vows! 

When Abbot Xavier read the talk I prepared for the 
vocation awareness fair in Coventry, Rhode Island, 
he said, “It would seem that the exclamation point is 
your favorite punctuation.” Perhaps that is because 
the exclamation point comes closer than any word in 
describing who it is that I am experiencing!!! However, 
even the exclamation point falls short; if you really 
want to understand, you just have to come experience 
Him for yourself!        
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We greatly appreci-
ate the teamwork of 
CM Chartier Con-
tracting and their lo-
cal parish who came 
to the Abbey for a 
day of community 
service. The group 
did an amazing job 
of enhancing the 
Abbey’s grounds with 
bark mulch and also 
cleaned our statue of 
Mary and the angels 
in time for our May 
Day procession on May 29th.

Abbot Xavier attend-
ed the 50th anniver-
sary celebration of 
the ordination to the 
priesthood of Fr. Giles 
Dimock, O.P. at St. 
Mary’s Church, Ston-
ington, Connecticut 
(Fr. Giles' home par-
ish), on Sunday, June 
19, 2016. Fr. Giles has 
been a close friend of 
our monastic commu-

nity for over 40 years. He taught Liturgy to several of 
our monks and has given retreats at the Abbey.

On June 14-18, our Novice/Junior Master, Fr. Marc 
Crilly, attended the Formation Directors’ Workshop 
in Subiaco Abbey in Subiaco, Arkansas. Much of the 
workshop dealt with forming candidates from the mil-
lennial generation, which Fr. Marc found of great val-
ue, since all our prospective (and present) candidates 
fit this description. Fr. Marc also enjoyed the chance 
to spend a few days with the monks of Subiaco. He 
only regrets that federal regulations prevented his 
transporting Subiaco's famous Monk Sauce (a super 
hot sauce made from their own jalapeno crop) in his 
carry-on luggage.

Mission Advancement Recent and Upcoming Events Recent and Upcoming Events

Left to right: Andrea Doherty, Fr. Augustine, Ingrid Mitchell, 
Louise Moore, Gabrielle Bruestle, and Abbot Xavier.

God’s blessings to Gabrielle Bruestle and Ingrid 
Mitchell, who are pursuing graduate studies and will 
begin working at Geneva School of Manhattan in the 
fall. Gabrielle will be attending St. John’s College in 
Annapolis, Maryland this summer. Gabrielle was in-
structed in the Catholic faith by Fr. Augustine, and she 
was received into the Catholic Church in May 2015. 
Ingrid, who has worked for many years at Trivium 
School in Lancaster, Massachusetts, will be attending 
Columbia University. She has been a true friend to 
Louise Moore, who will miss her dearly. 

The 3rd grade class of St. Mary of the Annunciation 
School in Danvers, Massachusetts, visited the Abbey 
for a music performance led by Mr. Peter Stewart, 

music teacher and long-time friend of the Abbey. The 
students sang a variety of songs, including several 
Broadway hits and Dona Nobis Pacem (in Latin). The 
parents and students enjoyed a tour of the Abbey, 
lunch, and prayers with the monks. St. Mary’s entire 
school choir was selected to sing the National Anthem 
at Fenway Park on April 19th.

Thanks to all of you who have donated to the Abbey. 
No matter how big or small, your donation contributes 
to the monks being present in your life, to help others 
better understand the power of God’s grace, and to 
welcome His incredible presence into their lives.

The monks especially thank the following founda-
tions for awarding grants to the Abbey:

We are extremely grateful for the generosity of the 
Raskob Foundation for a $25,000 grant and The 
Adelard A. and Valeda Lea Roy Foundation’s grant 
of $4,000 toward replacing windows in the Chapel, 
Phase I of the Abbey’s Energy Efficiency Program.
  
The Berdan Support Fund awarded a $5,000 grant 

for our Education of our Monks program. With this 
grant, Br. Jerome will begin his collegiate studies this 
fall by enrolling in online courses through a Catholic 
liberal arts college. 

The G. L. Connolly Foundation’s $2,000 grant and 
the St. Martin de Porres Trust 's $1,000 grant helped 
our monks attend several vocation awareness events.

For the second year, the Josephine Foundation 
has supported our Gregorian Chant Music program. 
Their donation of $1,500 will help to bring professional 
Gregorian chant instructors to the Abbey to conduct 
chant workshops for the monks. 
 

The Josephine Foundation Board members, Mr. and Mrs. 
Walter Blohm with Mr. Andrew Koslosky, President.

Your financial support is greatly appreciated. Please 
continue to use the enclosed envelope to make your 
donation or donate online at: www.abbey.org. If you 
have moved, please contact the Mission Advance-
ment Office to provide your most recent information 
so that we can stay in touch with you: 

978-456-3221 x 139 or mission@abbey.org. 

Congratulations, Fr. Anthony for your 25 years of 
service as a priest at the Abbey.
 
Like St. Bede (whose feast day of May 25th coincides 

with Fr. Anthony’s date of ordination), Fr. Anthony 
knew at a young age that he wanted to be a priest. Fr. 
Anthony was influenced by Fr. Joseph Butters of St. 
Liborius School in Chicago where he was educated. 
He came here to Saint Benedict's in 1974, fresh out of 
high school, and was ordained at St. John's in Clinton, 
Massachusetts, on May 25, 1991.

While attending the seminary in his diaconate year, 
Fr. Anthony worked as a chaplain at Massachusetts 
General Hospital. As a priest, he has continued to en-
joy caring for and anointing the sick and dying, espe-
cially the older monks of our community. 

His other duties include Vocation Director and Kitchen 
Manager. As Vocation Director, Fr. Anthony guides 
young men to “Come and See” in response to the 
Lord’s calling. 

Three of Fr. Anthony's siblings shared his joy at his 
25th anniversary Mass celebration. Two of his sisters, 
Mother Mary Elizabeth and Sr. Mary Angela, Benedic-
tine nuns of St. Scholastica Priory in Petersham, Mas-
sachusetts, and his brother, Mark Kloss, who traveled 
from Chicago, joined the celebration.

Fr. Anthony made his own the following words of 
Pope Saint John Paul II: ".. And you can probably tell 
that I am deeply grateful to God for my vocation to the 
priesthood. Nothing means more to me or gives me 
greater joy than to celebrate Mass each day and to 
serve God's people in the Church. That has been true 
ever since the day of my ordination as a priest.”
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Requiescant In Pace
During the past few months, several Abbey friends 

departed from this life. We continue to pray for the 
repose of their souls and ask that you pray with us.
 
Derek Brogna November 9, 2015
Dorothy Schnackenberg November 26, 2015
Robert Richards November 26, 2015
Joseph Harrington December 4, 2015
Kathleen Coyle  December 13, 2015
Stephen Michael Curley December 15, 2015
Patricia DiBiase December 22, 2015
Sr. Mary Clare Vincent, O.S.B. January 2, 2016
David A. Mihalovich January 3, 2016 
Doris Qunell  January 6, 2016
Rocco Cristina January 19, 2016
Michael D. Hazel January 24, 2016
Matthew Reiser  February 2, 2016
Mark Driscoll February 3, 2016
Bernice Nosalik (Fr. Augustine’s Aunt) Feb. 8, 2016
David Philip Trentacoste February 11, 2016
Julia Gioeli February 17, 2016
Ann Marie DeNisco Labbate February 18, 2016
Priscilla Ann Galeski February 25, 2016
Mark Brisebois March 7, 2016
Evelyn Walunas March 17, 2016
Rose M. Thoman March 24, 2016
Mary A. Crowley April 19, 2016
Br. Bartholomew Sennott, Obl., O.S.B.  Apr. 27, 2016
Gordon E. Marquis May 10, 2016
Janette Grace May 24, 2016
Maria Rampello June 4, 2016
Sarah P. Mitchell June 10, 2016
Martha Connelly  June 28, 2016
    (Abbot Xavier and Fr. Peter's Aunt)
Teresa Connelly Fitts July 2, 2016
  (Sister of Abbot Xavier and Fr. Peter)
Priscilla A. Perry July 2, 2016

Our oldest monk, Br. 
Bartholomew Sennott, 
Obl., O.S.B., who cele-
brated his 92nd birthday 
on January 25th, depart-
ed from this world on 
April 27th. We commend 
him especially to your 
prayers.

Thank you to all who 
donated to the Abbey in memory of their loved ones. 

Recent and Upcoming Events
RETREATS HELD AT THE ABBEY
Fr. Augustine Senz, Retreat Master, Fr. Anthony 

Kloss, Kitchen Manager, and several of the other 
monks have been very busy with offering Benedictine 
Hospitality to more than 700 lay and religious guests.

January 29-30 - Al-Anon held a retreat for 20 people.

January 31st - The monks were joined by the 9th-
grade religious education class from Holy Trinity 
Parish of Harvard and Bolton, Massachusetts, for 
Vespers and dinner. 52 people were in attendance. 

February 5-6 -18 ladies from the Southborough 
Pilgrim Church Women’s Fellowship spent time at the 
Abbey.

February 19-21 - Little Daughters of the Sacred Heart 
winter retreat was attended by 55 ladies. The retreat 
theme was “Mother of Mercy”. The guest speakers 
included Fr. Volney DeRosia of St. Patrick’s Parish, 
Pelham, New Hampshire, Fr. John MacKenzie, and 
Christine Templeton.

March 3rd - The Abbey hosted the annual Lenten Day 
of Reflection for priests of the Diocese of Worcester. 
Bishop McManus and 25 priests joined the monks for 
an afternoon of rosary, Sacrament of Reconciliation, 
spiritual talks, and social time. Fr. Peter and Fr. Marc 
spoke to the priests on “Hallmarks and Characteris-
tics of Liturgical Spirituality” and “Prayer, Fasting, and 
Almsgiving in the Light of the Eucharist,” respectively. 

March 4th - Fr. Tom Donohoe of St. Irene Parish, Car-
lisle, Massachusetts, brought a group of 20 Knights 
of Columbus to the Abbey for Vespers and dinner, 
followed by a talk and Mass.

March 5th - 11 married couples attended a special day 
of retreat conducted by Fr. Peter Giroux, F.P.O.

March 11-13 - 16 ladies of the Littleton Crafters re-
turned for their annual weekend of making crafts.

April 2nd - 83 students from five local parishes at-
tended a day-long regional Confirmation retreat at the 
Abbey. The students represented the Leominster par-
ishes: St. Cecilia, St. Leo, St. Anna, and Holy Family 

of Nazareth, and St. Boniface Parish in Lunenburg.

April 8-10 - 40 Providence College students attended 
a weekend retreat under the guidance of Fr. Peter 
Martyr Yungwirth, O.P. and Sr. Anne Frances Klein, O.P.

April 15-17 - St. John of the Evangelist Parish of 
Townsend, Massachusetts, sponsored their 6th 
annual men’s retreat at the Abbey. The theme of this 
year’s retreat was “The Year of Mercy.”  Fifteen men 
attended the talks given by Msgr. Timothy Moran, of 
the Archdiocese of Boston.

April 22-24 - A Pro-life retreat, led by Fr. Michael 
F.P.O. and Fr. Sean, F.P.O. from the Franciscans of 
the Primitive Observance, was held at the Abbey.

April 25th - 20 members of the Chelmsford Knights of 
Columbus of Chelmsford, Massachusetts, joined the 
monks for Vespers and dinner.

June 3-5 - Fr. Jurgen Liias led a retreat for 20 mem-
bers of the St. Gregory the Great Catholic Church, a 
Community of the Personal Ordinariate of the Chair of 
St. Peter, former Anglicans who are now in full com-
munion with the Catholic Church. 

June 16-19 - Eileen George led a “Meet the Father” 
retreat for 75 people on Father’s Day weekend.

June 21 - Fr. Terry T. Kilcoyne and his staff of Holy 
Trinity Parish of Harvard and Bolton, Massachusetts, 
came to the Abbey for their annual Vespers and din-
ner with the monks.

July 14-17 - Fr. James Buckley, F.S.S.P. conducted a 
silent Ignatian retreat for women.

July 21-24 - Fr. James Buckley, F.S.S.P. conducted a 
silent Ignatian retreat for men.

August 26-28 - St. Benedict Parish of Somerville, 
Massachusetts, will host a retreat for 90 people.

Plan a Retreat: Visit our website for details about our 
Hospitality Program: www.abbey.org or contact Fr. 
Augustine Senz, at: 

abbeyretreats@aol.com or 978-877-6939.

Recent and Upcoming Events
We greatly 

appreciate Fred 
Prifty for lending 
a hand to spruce 
up the Abbey. 
Fred has been 
assisting Br. 
Joachim on many 
projects around 
the Abbey.

Ms. Sara Mary Toce 
of Lafayette, Louisiana 
visited the Abbey on 
February 28th. A student 
of Theology at Boston 
College and a represen-
tative of the Louisiana 
Right to Life, Ms. Toce 
also offers educational 
talks on Pro-Life issues 
to young people through-
out the country.

Mr. David Hughes, of Norwalk, Connecticut, a 
composer and instructor of Gregorian chant, visits the 
Abbey several times a year to offer the monks Grego-
rian chant workshops.
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Parish of Harvard and Bolton, Massachusetts, for 
Vespers and dinner. 52 people were in attendance. 

February 5-6 -18 ladies from the Southborough 
Pilgrim Church Women’s Fellowship spent time at the 
Abbey.

February 19-21 - Little Daughters of the Sacred Heart 
winter retreat was attended by 55 ladies. The retreat 
theme was “Mother of Mercy”. The guest speakers 
included Fr. Volney DeRosia of St. Patrick’s Parish, 
Pelham, New Hampshire, Fr. John MacKenzie, and 
Christine Templeton.

March 3rd - The Abbey hosted the annual Lenten Day 
of Reflection for priests of the Diocese of Worcester. 
Bishop McManus and 25 priests joined the monks for 
an afternoon of rosary, Sacrament of Reconciliation, 
spiritual talks, and social time. Fr. Peter and Fr. Marc 
spoke to the priests on “Hallmarks and Characteris-
tics of Liturgical Spirituality” and “Prayer, Fasting, and 
Almsgiving in the Light of the Eucharist,” respectively. 

March 4th - Fr. Tom Donohoe of St. Irene Parish, Car-
lisle, Massachusetts, brought a group of 20 Knights 
of Columbus to the Abbey for Vespers and dinner, 
followed by a talk and Mass.

March 5th - 11 married couples attended a special day 
of retreat conducted by Fr. Peter Giroux, F.P.O.

March 11-13 - 16 ladies of the Littleton Crafters re-
turned for their annual weekend of making crafts.

April 2nd - 83 students from five local parishes at-
tended a day-long regional Confirmation retreat at the 
Abbey. The students represented the Leominster par-
ishes: St. Cecilia, St. Leo, St. Anna, and Holy Family 

of Nazareth, and St. Boniface Parish in Lunenburg.

April 8-10 - 40 Providence College students attended 
a weekend retreat under the guidance of Fr. Peter 
Martyr Yungwirth, O.P. and Sr. Anne Frances Klein, O.P.

April 15-17 - St. John of the Evangelist Parish of 
Townsend, Massachusetts, sponsored their 6th 
annual men’s retreat at the Abbey. The theme of this 
year’s retreat was “The Year of Mercy.”  Fifteen men 
attended the talks given by Msgr. Timothy Moran, of 
the Archdiocese of Boston.

April 22-24 - A Pro-life retreat, led by Fr. Michael 
F.P.O. and Fr. Sean, F.P.O. from the Franciscans of 
the Primitive Observance, was held at the Abbey.

April 25th - 20 members of the Chelmsford Knights of 
Columbus of Chelmsford, Massachusetts, joined the 
monks for Vespers and dinner.

June 3-5 - Fr. Jurgen Liias led a retreat for 20 mem-
bers of the St. Gregory the Great Catholic Church, a 
Community of the Personal Ordinariate of the Chair of 
St. Peter, former Anglicans who are now in full com-
munion with the Catholic Church. 

June 16-19 - Eileen George led a “Meet the Father” 
retreat for 75 people on Father’s Day weekend.

June 21 - Fr. Terry T. Kilcoyne and his staff of Holy 
Trinity Parish of Harvard and Bolton, Massachusetts, 
came to the Abbey for their annual Vespers and din-
ner with the monks.

July 14-17 - Fr. James Buckley, F.S.S.P. conducted a 
silent Ignatian retreat for women.

July 21-24 - Fr. James Buckley, F.S.S.P. conducted a 
silent Ignatian retreat for men.

August 26-28 - St. Benedict Parish of Somerville, 
Massachusetts, will host a retreat for 90 people.

Plan a Retreat: Visit our website for details about our 
Hospitality Program: www.abbey.org or contact Fr. 
Augustine Senz, at: 

abbeyretreats@aol.com or 978-877-6939.

Recent and Upcoming Events
We greatly 

appreciate Fred 
Prifty for lending 
a hand to spruce 
up the Abbey. 
Fred has been 
assisting Br. 
Joachim on many 
projects around 
the Abbey.

Ms. Sara Mary Toce 
of Lafayette, Louisiana 
visited the Abbey on 
February 28th. A student 
of Theology at Boston 
College and a represen-
tative of the Louisiana 
Right to Life, Ms. Toce 
also offers educational 
talks on Pro-Life issues 
to young people through-
out the country.

Mr. David Hughes, of Norwalk, Connecticut, a 
composer and instructor of Gregorian chant, visits the 
Abbey several times a year to offer the monks Grego-
rian chant workshops.



Paul Shibley loves to garden and 
frequently comes to tend to the Abbey’s 
grounds. We appreciate his green thumb 
and dedication to the Abbey.

Br. Joachim plays checkers with godson Joseph Manning 
and his brother Thomas.

Abbey Hospitality

Br. Joachim, Fr. Marc, Br. Jerome, and Peter Stewart had a grand time entertaining the monks as they 
celebrated Mardi Gras.

Abbey Hospitality

Fr. Nicholas Ingham, O.P., Professor of Philosophy at 
Providence College, and Abbot Xavier in the Abbey's library.

The Rampello family with Abbot Xavier

Deb and Steve Anderson, and Fred Prifty with Br. Joachim 

The “Maine Families”: Mrs. Allison Eddyblouin, 
James and Lisa Nelson and family, and Connor 
O’Brien and his family with Br. Matthew Cellucci
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After many years, Fr. Marc has finally come into the new age of technology, thanks to a generous gift of a new 
I-Mac from Gerry Thomas.

Monastic Balance

Abbot Xavier hard at work.

Congratulations, Br. Joachim for the completion of the monk’s bathroom - truly an engineering masterpiece, 
complete with a 24-foot granite counter and one sink for each monk.

Monastic Balance

Fr. Anthony and Fr. James (and the other monks) 
enjoyed a delicious Chinese dinner thanks to Christof 
Chartier and his company, CM Chartier Contracting.

Br. Jerome enjoys helping in the kitchen.

Fr. James spends quiet time in St. James Relic Room.

Fr. Augustine spends time in the library preparing his 
homily.

Fr. Marc, Fr. Anthony, and Fr. Augustine at Vespers.

Fr. Anthony listens to Fr. Peter’s many stories.

Br. Matthew takes his turn at reading during the 
monks' dinner hour.
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Return Service Requested

YOU ARE INVITED TO “LEAVE A LEGACY”
Please consider supporting Saint Benedict Abbey by making a Planned Gift through your will, 
bequests, life insurance, retirement plans, and other estate plans. Gift planning is an opportunity 
for you to meet your charitable goals through your estate while helping to ensure that the Abbey 
can meet opportunities and challenges in the future.

Abbot Xavier welcomes the opportunity to meet with you to discuss how your gift can benefit you 
and the Abbey now and in the future. Please contact Abbot Xavier at abbotxavier@gmail.com or 
978-456-3221 for more information.

	 www.abbey.org		 	 	 ●	978-456-3221	 	 	 ●	mission@abbey.org

We pray for you and your loved ones.


